LBC492 FINAL RESEARCH PAPER 
Professor Stephanie Jordan


INSTRUCTIONS

Please read all instructions carefully. Additionally, please pay particular attention to the text within the syllabus and the section at the bottom of this document on the Spartan Academic Code of Conduct, plagiarism, and proper citation. Finals will not be accepted late and cases of plagiarism will receive a 0.

Your final paper will be a 2500-word researched paper on a topic of your choice from the course. We will take the next few weeks to build up to this final paper through session quizzes.

THERE ARE FOUR PARTS, DUE IN CONSECUTIVE WEEKS:
1. Brief Proposal of Research Topic to be Confirmed by the Instructor & TA (due November 18)
2. Annotated Bibliography of at least 3 Scholarly Resources (due Dec 5)
3. 3 Claims where each claim has at least 1 formatted reference (due Dec 11)
4. 2500-word Final Paper due December 16th at 11:59pm



First, you will PROPOSE - PART I your final paper topic for the Session 11 quiz which has 4 parts:

(1) pick one specific technology from a company or institution (e.g. Apple's Siri, US military drones, Nike athletic shoes, Boston Scientific pacemakers, Boston Dynamics' Spot robot, Sophia the Robot)

and (2) one theme from:
- culture
- labor
- policy

and (3) ask a research question that connects your technology to your theme.

NOTE: Stay away from activism in your research questions (and your claims in PART III). The answer to your research questions and claims should not be about doing something, your research question should not be proactive. This means: NO CREDIT = language like "How do we offset the stolen labor from factory robots?" or "How can we make more accountability measures for killer robots?" or "How do we make dating apps result in stronger relationships?" Instead, FULL CREDIT = language like "What are the labor implications of Amazon's factory robots?" or "What are the accountability and current regulatory frameworks for misfire, breakdown or failure concerning killer robots in the US military?" or "What are the dominant relational forms that Tinder is supporting?" If you are unsure of whether your research question is activist: ask your instructor and TA.

Lastly, answer (4) why is this research question important to ask? Who does it affect, what companies, institutions, people, communities, policies, authorities, environmental factors, ethical and moral implications, design implications, etc.

For full credit on this assignment, you must clearly state your Topic (a technology made by a company) AND a theme (one of culture, labor or policy) AND a research question that you are answering in your paper as well as why is this question important to ask. If you do not state your research question or your topic and theme, then you will lose many points. Repeat: make sure your research question is clearly stated. If you have not selected a technology made by a company, then you will be docked points. You must use this technology made by a company as your case to write the researched paper, considering the geography of this company and what laws and culture it is constrained by is important to the final research paper. A technology made by a company allows you to think about where this technology is, who is affected, who is involved in its making, and who is involved in its regulation. Abstracted language about "the future of AI" affecting “all of "society" is not compelling research and does not create compelling arguments, is too high level for the purposes of this research project. Instead, you will develop a specific case study through the particular technology of your choosing with specifics about how your case provides understanding for what the future of AI might look like, who is responsible, and who it affects, etc.
SUBMITTING PART I:
Please submit the answer to questions #1-4 into the Discussion Board post under Final Paper.




Then, you will develop a brief Annotated Bibliography - PART II to demonstrate your research.

Please annotate at least 3 scholarly resources relevant to your final research paper. At least 3 of your resources for this portion and for the final paper must be scholarly sources that come from peer-reviewed academic journals (e.g. The Journal of New Media & Society; Science, Technology & Human Values; The Journal of Media Psychology; Journal of Agricultural and Food Information; Journal of Games and Culture; Proceedings of the CHI Conference; Big Data & Society; Proceedings of ICTD, etc.) or from academic publishing (e.g. Princeton University Press, MIT Press, University of Chicago Press, Oxford University Press, MSU Press, etc.).

 You may select any citation formatting (APA, MLA, ACM, IEEE etc.)

You do not have to annotate more than 3 resources but to gain credit for this part of the assignment, you must annotate 3 scholarly resources. If you are unsure whether your resource is scholarly, contact a librarian or ask your TA.

Annotations should be at least 4 sentences for each citation that name:
- what the article is about
- its methods
- its findings
- how this article relates to your topic and could be useful for developing your paper.
SUBMITTING PART II:
Please post your Annotated Bibliography to the Discussion Board under Final Paper. Include your latest version of the proposal (PART I) at the start of the post for PART II (even if it has not changed).



Drawing from your proposal through to the research for the Annotated Bibliography you will develop 3 Main Claims - PART III of your final research paper.

Claims answer your research question. They are statements supported by evidence, not opinion. And claims assert something new, that was learned through research.
- make sure the claims are oriented around your one theme, your technology AND answer your research question (this will be where your group discussions in session quizzes will be most useful!)
- have multiple pieces of supporting evidence
- gain recommendations from others for literature and cases that are relevant
Submit your proposal at the top of the quiz (even if it hasn't changed) and complete the following:
CLAIM 1
CLAIM 1 REFERENCE(S)
CLAIM 2
CLAIM 2 REFERENCE(S)
CLAIM 3
CLAIM 3 REFERENCE(S)

Do not include value judgments in your claims. This means: CLAIMS ARE -NOT- "Amazon Prime Air is a superior way to deliver packages." or "Replacing service labor with robots is more efficient than human labor." These are not claims that can be universally supported through research. These are opinions and value judgments, if something is better than something else it is a value judgment. Instead, CLAIMS ARE: "Amazon Prime Air drone delivery does not require the environmentally-unfriendly fuel of traditional modes of transporting goods, particularly across state lines." or "Service robots do not respond to environmental stressors in the same ways as human service industry workers." If you are not sure if you are developing a claim or a value judgment, speak with me or your TA for clarification.

Your research question and 3 claims should map directly back to your theme and your technology. If you have selected "labor" as your theme and your claims do not relate back to labor, points will be docked. For example, if you selected a VR training platform as your technology and your claims do not clearly relate to VR training technologies (at least at a broad level, if you cannot find sources concerning your specific platform), you will be docked.

Additionally, if your claims do not have in-text citations that are found in the reference list at the end of each claim, you will be docked points.

The instructor and TA are available for workshopping your ideas prior to submission. In the in-person offering of this course, we provide space to workshop with the instructor prior to this submission during class. Asynchronously, as our course is designed, you are not required to meet with the instructor or TA prior to submitting your claims but meeting with your instructor or TA is strongly encouraged at this stage.

Submissions will not receive full credit if there are less than 3 claims, if any of the claims do not have a reference list, or if the claims are value statements.

If you are unsure of whether your claims are value judgments, contact your TA and instructor or ask during office hours.

SUBMITTING PART III:
You will share these claims with the class through the Discussion Board. Please post just PART III to the Discussion Board. Then, provide feedback to another student’s submission for full credit.



Following the above steps, you will compose PART IV - FINAL RESEARCH PAPER of 2500 words that includes an introduction and conclusion, your 3 claims, 3+ in-text scholarly citations (you may have any number of additional citations) and a final reference list in the citation format of your choosing (APA, MLA, ACM, etc.).
The sections of your final paper should be:

INTRODUCTION that clearly states your particular technology by a company or research institute and your theme of (culture, policy, labor) that clearly states your research question and the importance of the research question.
CLAIM 1
CLAIM 2
CLAIM 3
CONCLUSION: What do we know? What don't we know? What further research is needed? What are the implications of your work?
REFERENCES in the format of your choosing (see below section on Academic Honesty and Plagiarism)


Deviation from these sections will result in docked points. You are also expected to cite and reference articles, as per proper citation practice and in accordance with the Spartan Academic Code of Conduct. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a 0.


In writing this submission you may consider answering:
- What are the values?
- Who benefits?
- How do they benefit?
- Who is inconvenienced for that benefit?
- Who controls this information system?
- Who was able to build this future?
- Who is left out of the dominant narrative of this technology?

SUBMITTING PART IV:
You will upload the final paper to the dropbox under the Assignment folder. You will not post the final to the Discussion Board. When this is complete, you have completed the course! Congratulations!!


Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Artificial intelligence is now circulating that aims to aid in the efficiency and development of academic text, however, upon evaluation, these tools are not very sophisticated and typically can only achieve a maximum of around 2.5 on any assignment in MI101. Therefore, these tools such as ChatGpt, Quillbot, Chegg, or Course Hero are discouraged for this course. If employed, students must cite the AI to avoid plagiarism. The instruction team encourages use of these tools in a capacity similar to Wikipedia: it is not a strong resource but it is helpful for identifying possible points to discuss. If you do use AI or quote from AI, please cite. Turnitin on D2L will flag AI-generated content as plagiarism.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 

Students are expected to develop original work for this course; therefore, students may not submit course work completed for another course to satisfy the requirements for this course. Unless authorized by the instructor, students are expected to complete all course assignments without assistance from any source. Also, students are not authorized to use the www.allmsu.com website to complete any course work in this course. 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. All assignments will be processed through the academic plagiarism software, TurnitIn, which alerts the instructor to any duplicated text found across any sites on the web as well as any text-based submission within MSU and across universities internationally who also employ Turnitin (the standard at most universities). This means that sentences copied from the web or any other university assignment that are not put in quotations or any sentences with one word changed will be flagged as plagiarism and will be subject to the repercussions of MSU’s policies on academic honesty (more below).

Students in this course are expected to support and cite any and all claims. All claims should be properly attributed to their source, therefore students are expected to have in-text citations, and to select a citation format (such as APA, MLS, ACM, etc.) for both the Reference List and in-text citations on all assignments. Any statements not drawn from personal experience or your own data collection should include a reference. The Purdue Owl https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html is a standard and highly-accredited resource for citation and reference help, the MSU Library and particularly the Ask a Librarian function are valuable resources that will ensure you fulfill the needs of scholarly sources and correct attribution https://lib.msu.edu/contact/askalib/ 

If a student is in doubt about what constitutes academic dishonesty or is unsure about the appropriateness of their writing, speak to the instructor about it before the assignment is due, chat with a librarian and/or examine the University web site. 

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: cheating (e.g., copying others’ answers, providing information to others, using a crib sheet) or plagiarism of a paper (e.g., taking material from readings without quotation or citation, copying another student’s paper). 

Students who violate MSU academic integrity rules may receive a penalty grade, including a failing grade on the assignment or in the course. 

See also the Academic Integrity web page: https://msu.edu/~ombud/academicintegrity/index.html 

The Spartan Code of Honor [https://honorcode.msu.edu/] states,
"As a Spartan, I will strive to uphold values of the highest ethical standard. I will practice honesty in my work, foster honesty in my peers, and take pride in knowing that honor is worth more than grades. I will carry these values beyond my time as a student at Michigan State University, continuing the endeavor to build personal integrity in all that I do." 

In addition, Article 2.III.B.2 of the Student Rights and Responsibilites (SRR) http://splife.studentlife.msu.edu/academic-freedom-for-students-at-michigan-state-university 
states that 

"The student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards." 

The Department of Media & Information adheres to the policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades; the all- University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades; and Ordinance 17.00, Examinations. See Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide: http://splife.studentlife.msu.edu/ and/or the MSU Web site: www.msu.edu

